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Agenda 

Cross-Party Group on Visual Impairment 

Wednesday 20 September 2023, 13.00-
14.00  

AGM and meeting to be held in Committee 
Room 1, Scottish Parliament, and online 
 

Microsoft Teams meeting  
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  
Click here to join the meeting  
Meeting ID: 396 357 937 717  
Passcode: sxrzt8  
Download Teams | Join on the web 

Learn More | Meeting options  

 
Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Visual Impairment 
#CPGVI 
Purpose of the group: 
The Cross-Party Group on Visual Impairment draws together the blind 
and partially sighted sector in Scotland to identify issues competent to 
the Scottish Parliament and seeks, in a reasonable fashion, to influence 
policy, legislation and decision makers to better reflect the needs of blind 
and partially sighted people. 
 

Agenda 

Agenda item 1 - Welcome, introductions and apologies 

Welcome, introductions and apologies plus GDPR statement. 
 
Agenda item 2 - AGM and Election of Office Bearers 

AGM and Election of Office Bearers. 
- Convener 
- Vice-Convener 
- Secretariat 
 

Agenda item 3 - Approval of minutes of meeting of 16 May 2023 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MmUwOGY3OWMtODhlNC00MGM0LTk3ZWItY2Q1ZGNkOWMwZTgw%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522d603c99c-cfdd-4292-9268-00db0d0cf081%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252285b801a9-8a1b-4d5e-8795-cc07ef95ceeb%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CCatriona.Burness%40rnib.org.uk%7Cdfe19850c7ae4a136d0b08dbadf6019d%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C638295044327010808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rcpgN5GyN2fOHKXjjV8fs6CM7Rgxn32A%2FDbwIO%2BsvY0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fdownload-app&data=05%7C01%7CCatriona.Burness%40rnib.org.uk%7Cdfe19850c7ae4a136d0b08dbadf6019d%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C638295044327010808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8%2F7J3oCzIaH4Rg%2BmoAM3WGVoE03hmzbYO8LOB%2F4Sdcs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fjoin-a-meeting&data=05%7C01%7CCatriona.Burness%40rnib.org.uk%7Cdfe19850c7ae4a136d0b08dbadf6019d%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C638295044327010808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OCbmZjuT0xBwrx3Jj7rZuz%2FtG%2B%2BYFI%2BqxDh7lnrhPH4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting&data=05%7C01%7CCatriona.Burness%40rnib.org.uk%7Cdfe19850c7ae4a136d0b08dbadf6019d%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C638295044327010808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NkplnTO1Ylz576hznhq3cF4yJBYQX1h%2FM%2FsU%2Bt0rbzw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FmeetingOptions%2F%3ForganizerId%3D85b801a9-8a1b-4d5e-8795-cc07ef95ceeb%26tenantId%3Dd603c99c-cfdd-4292-9268-00db0d0cf081%26threadId%3D19_meeting_MmUwOGY3OWMtODhlNC00MGM0LTk3ZWItY2Q1ZGNkOWMwZTgw%40thread.v2%26messageId%3D0%26language%3Den-US&data=05%7C01%7CCatriona.Burness%40rnib.org.uk%7Cdfe19850c7ae4a136d0b08dbadf6019d%7C5d45337cd19243fcaa5805557c9171bc%7C0%7C0%7C638295044327010808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B5l6lj2%2FlWZdpNgjrLsnCpF4WUqH%2B6EUaAs%2B0ys4KgQ%3D&reserved=0
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Agenda item 4 - Matters arising and Action Points 

 
Agenda item 5 – Education in Scotland for children and young 
people with visual impairment  

Panel 

• Rosaleen Dempsey and Jane Sharp, Children, Young People and 
Families, RNIB – “Key findings and recommendations from RNIB’s 
FOI reports on VI Education Services across Scotland”  

• Michelle Cleasby, Depute Head Teacher, Royal Blind School – “A 
QTVI’s perspective: The importance of specialist support in 
education for children and young people with vision impairment” 

• Lucinda Fass, Supporting Learners Team, Directorate for 
Learning, Scottish Government – "Refreshing the 2007 Guidance 
on Qualifications and Teacher Competences for teachers who 
work with children and young people who are blind/visually 
impaired, deaf/hearing impaired and deafblind" 

• Professor John Ravenscroft, Scottish Sensory Centre, University 
of Edinburgh and Dr Margot Campbell, Visual Impairment Network 
for Children and Young People (VINCYP)  Lead Clinician, NHS 
National Services Scotland - “The need for provision of eye care in 
special/additional support need schools in Scotland”  

Followed by Q and A 
 
Agenda item 6 - Any other competent business 

Time permitting. 
 
Agenda item 7 - Date of next meeting 

Tuesday 5 December, 18.00-20.00, Committee Room 3, Scottish 
Parliament and online. 
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Report on Action Points from the meeting of 16 May 2023:  

There were seven action points from the meeting: 
 
The Secretary did the following: 
 

1. To share John Ravenscroft details with National Care Service 
(NCS) colleagues.  

2. To invite Anna Kynaston and Ingrid Roberts to return to the CPGVI 
to give an update on NCS progress. 

3. Letter on the NCS to go to the Scottish Government from the 
CPGVI.  
The CPGVI letter and the reply from Maree Todd MSP, Minister for 
Mental Health of Scotland, are attached. 

4. Details of RNIB Scotland’s technology conference to be circulated 
to the CPG and the Convener will send to all MSPs.  

5. Details of the VI theatre production to be circulated to CPGVI 
members and to MSPs. 

 
CPG members: 

1. Sheila Hands to provide contact details to Carla Marchbank of 
those she knows doing similar work relating to domestic violence 
and people with sight loss in Tayside.  

2. Deirdre Aitken to send on further information on home eye tests in 
Highland to the Secretariat of CPGVI. 
Information provided by Deirdre is attached. 

 
 
 


