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4 February 2025  

Scottish Government’s Fourth National Planning 
Framework 
At its meeting on 17 December, the Local Government, Housing and Planning 
Committee agreed to review the progress of the fourth National Planning Framework 
in the second year since publication. 

Following our first annual review of NPF4, the Committee raised concerns about 
local authority capacity to deliver the priorities set out in the spatial strategy and key 
policy goals. Since then, the Scottish Government has published a summary of 
responses to the consultation on “Investing in Planning – A consultation on 
resourcing Scotland’s planning system”. 

We wrote to the Scottish Government on the following themes arising from our 
review last year— 

• The outcome of the Scottish Government’s consultation on Investing in 
Planning – A consultation on resourcing Scotland’s planning system; 

• The time taken to process planning applications, particularly the role of 
statutory consultees; 

• The work of the National Planning Improvement Champion; 
• How NPF4 can be used to support the response to the housing emergency; 
• How the prominence of NPF4’s commitment to addressing the climate and 

nature emergencies is manifesting in individual planning decisions and the 
impact of these key pillars of the framework overall; 

• The stringency of the application of individual policies within NPF4 (key 
examples of Policy 5 on soils and Policy 22 on flooding were discussed); and 

• Capacity building within communities to allow them to contribute to local plan 
plans and participate in the planning system in general. 

We are also interested in the newly announced planning housing hub and gender 
sensitive planning. 

Ahead of our second annual progress review, I am writing to seek your views on the 
implementation of NPF4 and the progress made on this in the last year. Your views 
on the themes listed would be most welcome, as well as additional issues you 
believe should be considered.  

On behalf of the Committee, I request a response via the link below by 7 March 
2025.  

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/consultation-analysis/2024/08/investing-planning-consultation-resourcing-scotlands-planning-system-summary-responses-consultation/documents/investing-planning-consultation-resourcing-scotlands-planning-system-summary-responses-consultation/investing-planning-consultation-resourcing-scotlands-planning-system-summary-responses-consultation/govscot%3Adocument/investing-planning-consultation-resourcing-scotlands-planning-system-summary-responses-consultation.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/consultation-analysis/2024/08/investing-planning-consultation-resourcing-scotlands-planning-system-summary-responses-consultation/documents/investing-planning-consultation-resourcing-scotlands-planning-system-summary-responses-consultation/investing-planning-consultation-resourcing-scotlands-planning-system-summary-responses-consultation/govscot%3Adocument/investing-planning-consultation-resourcing-scotlands-planning-system-summary-responses-consultation.pdf
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Call for views on progress on the Scottish Government’s Fourth National Planning 
Framework 

Please contact the Clerks to the Committee if you wish to respond in another way. I 
look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Ariane Burgess MSP 
Convener 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://yourviews.parliament.scot/lghp/fourth-national-planning-framework/start_preview?token=ff491289c776b0d104d608b2390a6c90d50db1cd
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/lghp/fourth-national-planning-framework/start_preview?token=ff491289c776b0d104d608b2390a6c90d50db1cd
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