
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 4, No. 86, Session 6 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 5 March 2025  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Deputy First Minister Responsibilities, 
Economy and Gaelic and then Finance and Local Government were answered by 
the Deputy First Minister, a Cabinet Secretary and Ministers. 
 
2. Achieving a Fair Balance in the UK’s Economy: The Deputy First Minister 
and Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Gaelic (Kate Forbes) moved S6M-16667—
That the Parliament recognises that Scotland's many high-growth sectors, which are 
driven by world class innovation, deserve greater recognition from, and promotion 
by, the UK Government, which must not unfairly focus investment in the south-east 
of England, or the so-called golden triangle of Oxford, Cambridge and London, or 
treat Scotland as an afterthought, especially when announcing or developing policy. 
 
Murdo Fraser moved amendment S6M-16667.3— 
 

As an amendment to motion S6M-16667 in the name of Kate Forbes (Achieving 
a Fair Balance in the UK's Economy), leave out from "deserve" to end and 
insert "benefit significantly from an abundance of direct investment initiatives 
established under the former UK Conservative administration, including £3 
billion in Levelling Up funding, City Region and Growth Deals, Green Freeports, 
the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, and the British Business Bank; recognises that 
the importance and significance of these investments demonstrate the 
commitment that was held by the former UK Conservative administration to 
supporting economic growth in Scotland; acknowledges the full responsibility 
that is held by the Scottish Government for economic outcomes deriving from 



 

 

its devolved powers, and calls on the UK Labour administration to hold to the 
critical pledges made by its predecessors to level up Scotland's economic 
prosperity." 
 

After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 27, Against 87 
(including 3 proxy votes), Abstentions 0). 
 
Daniel Johnson moved amendment S6M-16667.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S6W-16667 in the name of Kate Forbes 
(Achieving a Fair Balance in the UK's Economy), leave out from "deserve" to 
end and insert "must gain greater recognition in order to reach their potential, 
attract investment and deliver growth and opportunity across Scotland; 
welcomes the UK Government's commitment to investing in Scotland since 
July 2024, which includes £200 million to secure the future of Grangemouth, 
£125 million for Great British Energy, based in Aberdeen, £5 million to support 
the Scotch Whisky industry, £1.4 billion in important local growth projects of 
which there is at least £200 million to revive specific Scottish towns, support 
for Glasgow City Region and North East Scotland Investment Zones and a 
commitment that Glasgow will be one of the four initial regions to benefit from 
strategic partnerships with the new National Wealth Fund; notes that these 
measures have been announced within months of a Labour administration, 
and, by contrast, the Scottish National Party administration took 16 years to 
convene an investor panel to make recommendations on how Scotland can 
attract international capital investment; understands that the investor panel for 
mobilising international capital to help finance the transition to net zero 
highlighted significant issues, including that the 'prevailing perception is that 
the Scottish Government and wider public sector is not supportive of business' 
and that 'the current investment pipeline is too diffuse. A pipeline needs to be 
formed of projects that are properly costed, shaped and prioritised. It needs to 
be a real pipeline, not a wish list'; further understands that addressing these 
concerns will be key to unlocking the potential of Scotland to attract 
investment, and calls for the Scottish Government to use all levers available 
to it, and to work constructively with the UK Government, to achieve the 
shared ambition of delivering growth and prosperity across Scotland." 
 

After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 20, Against 94 
(including 3 proxy votes), Abstentions 0). 
 
The motion was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 59 (including 3 proxy votes), Against 
47, Abstentions 7). 
 
3. Business Programme: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie 
Hepburn), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-16686—That the 
Parliament agrees— 
(a) the following programme of business— 

Tuesday 11 March 2025 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 



 

 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Supporting Households with Cost of Living 

Pressures and Rising Energy Bills 

followed by Appointment of Chair to Environmental Standards Scotland 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members' Business 

Wednesday 12 March 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land Reform and Islands; Health and 

Social Care 

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Approval of SSIs (if required) 

5.10 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members' Business  

Thursday 13 March 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions 

followed by Members' Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Justice 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Scottish Hospitals Inquiry Interim Report on the 

Royal Hospital for Children and Young People and Department of Clinical 

Neuroscience Edinburgh 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Adoption of Innovation in Health and 

Social Care 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 



 

 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Tuesday 18 March 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members' Business 

Wednesday 19 March 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, and 

Parliamentary Business; Justice and Home Affairs 

followed by Scottish Labour Party Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Approval of SSIs (if required) 

5.10 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members' Business  

Thursday 20 March 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions 

followed by Members' Business 

2.15 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.15 pm Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body Questions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Education and Skills 

followed by Rural Affairs and Islands Committee Debate: Salmon Farming in 

Scotland 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  



 

 

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week beginning 10 March 
2025, in rule 13.7.3, after the word "except" the words "to the extent to which the 
Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the same or similar subject 
matter or" are inserted. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
4. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie Hepburn), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-16687—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Regulated Roles with Children and Adults (Scotland) Amendment 
Regulations 2025 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
5. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie Hepburn), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-16688—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Disclosure (Scotland) Act 2020 (List A and B Offences) Amendment 
Regulations 2025 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
6. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie Hepburn), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-16689—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Disclosure (Scotland) Act 2020 (Incidental, Supplementary and 
Consequential Provision) Regulations 2025 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
7. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie Hepburn), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-16690—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Provision of Early Learning and Childcare (Specified Children) 
(Scotland) Amendment Order 2025 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
8. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie Hepburn), 
on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-16691—That the Parliament 
agrees that the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 (Exclusions and Exceptions) 
(Scotland) Amendment (No. 2) Order 2025 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
9. Designation of Lead Committee: The Minister for Parliamentary Business 
(Jamie Hepburn), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-16692—That 
the Parliament agrees that the Rural Affairs and Islands Committee be designated as 
the lead committee in consideration of the Natural Environment (Scotland) Bill at 
stage 1. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 



 

 

10. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, 
as noted above. 
 
11. Three Years of Solidarity with Ukraine: The Parliament debated S6M-
16524 in the name of Colin Beattie—That the Parliament renews its solidarity with 
the people of Ukraine, three years on from what it understands was Russia’s illegal 
full-scale invasion on 24 February 2022; praises the bravery and resilience of the 
Ukrainian people as, it believes, they continue to resolutely defend their sovereign 
nation from Russian aggression; condemns absolutely the reported war crimes that 
have been committed in Ukraine by the regime of Vladimir Putin; notes the support 
for the European Parliament resolution of 23 January 2025, which called on the 
Russian Federation to immediately terminate all military activities and withdraw from 
Ukraine; welcomes the news that European neighbours, including the Baltic states, 
have made what it sees as significant progress in detaching themselves from 
dependence on Russian energy; reinforces Scotland’s place among the democratic 
nations of Europe in their support for Ukraine against what it considers is Russian 
authoritarianism; notes that a reported over 28,000 displaced people have arrived in 
the UK from Ukraine with a sponsor in Scotland, and that over 21,000 of them came 
through the Scottish Government's Super Sponsor Scheme; praises the hard work 
and compassion of communities, including in Midlothian North and Musselburgh, as 
they welcome displaced Ukrainian people to settle in Scotland; considers that these 
Ukrainian people have made a rich contribution to Scotland's communities; notes the 
support for a warm Scottish future for displaced Ukrainian people, including through 
continued investment by the Scottish Government and local authorities in longer-
term resettlement for displaced Ukrainians; further notes the call on the UK 
Government to provide security and clarity through further extensions to the Homes 
for Ukraine schemes, as well as provide the fair and proportionate allocation of 
"thank you" payments to hosts in Scotland, and celebrates what it believes has been 
Scotland’s long history of solidarity with displaced people, refugees and asylum 
seekers from around the world. 
 
12. Motion Without Notice: Colin Beattie moved without notice that, under Rule 
8.14.3, the debate be extended by up to 30 minutes. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 6.24 pm. 
 

David McGill 
Clerk of the Parliament 

5 March 2025 
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