
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 4, No. 65, Session 6 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 8 January 2025  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 2.00 pm. 
 
1. Portfolio Questions: Questions on Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, 
and Parliamentary Business, and then on Justice and Home Affairs, were answered 
by Cabinet Secretaries and a Minister. 
 
2. Ministerial Statement: The Minister for Children, Young People and The 
Promise (Natalie Don-Innes) made a statement and answered questions on 
Scotland’s Secure Accommodation Capacity. 
 
3. Report on the National Performance Framework: Review of National 
Outcomes: Kenneth Gibson, on behalf of the Finance and Public Administration 
Committee, moved S6M-15708—That the Parliament notes the findings and 
recommendations in the Finance and Public Administration Committee’s 10th 
Report, 2024 (Session 6), Report on the National Performance Framework: Review 
of National Outcomes (SP Paper 685), and the responses from other committees, as 
referenced in annexe B to the report. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
4. Business Programme: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie 
Hepburn), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-16027—That the 
Parliament agrees— 
(a) the following programme of business— 

Tuesday 14 January 2025 



 

 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Winter Heating Payment 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Valuing Culture: Scotland’s Support to the 

Culture Sector 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 15 January 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Deputy First Minister Responsibilities, Economy and 

Gaelic; Finance and Local Government 

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Police (Ethics, Conduct and Scrutiny) (Scotland) 

Bill 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Approval of SSIs (if required) 

7.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 16 January 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Net Zero and Energy, and Transport 

followed by Citizen Participation and Public Petitions Committee Debate: Inquiry into 

the A9 Dualling Programme 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 



 

 

followed by Members’ Business 

Tuesday 21 January 2025 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions (if selected) 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business 

Wednesday 22 January 2025 

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions: Rural Affairs, Land Reform and Islands; Health and 

Social Care 

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Approval of SSIs (if required) 

5.10 pm Decision Time 

followed by Members’ Business  

Thursday 23 January 2025 

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

11.40 am General Questions 

12.00 pm First Minister’s Questions 

followed by Members’ Business 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions: Social Justice 

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Welfare of Dogs (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time  

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week beginning 13 January 
2025, in rule 13.7.3, after the word “except” the words “to the extent to which the 



 

 

Presiding Officer considers that the questions are on the same or similar subject 
matter or” are inserted. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
5. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie Hepburn), on 
behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-16028—That the Parliament agrees 
that the Burial (Management) (Scotland) Regulations 2025 [draft] be approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
6. Approval of SSI: The Minister for Parliamentary Business (Jamie Hepburn), on 
behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S6M-16029—That the Parliament agrees 
that the Burial and Cremation (Inspection) (Scotland) Regulations 2025 [draft] be 
approved. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
7. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 3, 5 and 6 as noted 
above. 
 
8. St Mirren Announces Landmark Partnership with UWS: The Parliament 
debated S6M-14331 in the name of George Adam—That the Parliament 
congratulates St Mirren on its landmark partnership with the University of the West of 
Scotland (UWS); understands this partnership will enable the two Paisley-based 
institutions to work together to develop the relationship between sport and academia 
in Scotland, enriching the learning and research opportunities available to UWS 
students and staff and supporting St Mirren to improve standards across all facets of 
the club; praises St Mirren on its commitment to Paisley and the community, and 
acknowledges what it sees as the excellent example that it sets as a fan-owned 
community-focused football club. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 5.33 pm. 
 

David McGill 
Clerk of the Parliament 

8 January 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



 

 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Committee Reports 

The following report was published on 8 January 2025— 

Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, 2nd Report, 2025 (Session 
6): Delegated powers in the Budget (Scotland) (No.4) Bill at Stage 1 (SP 
Paper 715) 
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